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ABSTRACT: Globalization is a concept that, for plast decades, carried on dreadful fears, as
well as great expectations. Defined as a processglmbal intercommunication and
interconnection of economical, political, culturtdrces and actors, globalization leads to a
global network that enables transnational spread information, technologies, capital,
commodities, structures, cultures and people, regméng a major change in the social
structure of society. In this context we withess fears and also, new hopes considering the
state of communities, democracies, freedom anditgeRomania entered a transition process
from a closed society to a hub in the global nekvwaith the dawn of communist era, even
though the forces of globalization per se empoweénedstruggle against the communist regime.
Rasia Montanz, a mining locality in Apuseni Montains, in the t@xt of the debates over the
mining project proposed by Ka Montani Gold Corporation (RMGC), represents a natural
laboratory of observation for social scientists,tlgaring the main concerns of modernization:
the interaction between global economic forces bwal cultures, the empowerment of local
community and civil society, the tension betweeoneaic interest and cultural and
environmental preservation. In this context, thedgtemphasizes the analysis of people’s life
standard and expectations in f&0 Montanz, in the context of globalization. Admitting that
globalization is a multidimensional concept, amloigs and ambivalenh its consequences, we
analyze its possible risks and benefits on theityual life in Rgia Montani.
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Globalization is a multidimensional concept thafpéamsizes the changes in modern society,
transforming it from a society of “national bouni@af to a global network of interdependencies
that links together national economies, culturesd giolicies. The appearance of global
entrepreneurs, the development of the global matket flow of foreign capital, the spread of
technology (dimensions of economical globalizatianjertwines with the appearance of global
social issues, and, as implied, global organismosn@mical, political or non governmental, called
to solve them, the spread of cultural patternsthedconstruction of new cultures at the intersectio
of global and local forces, as well as, as featteel disappearance of some traditional cultures and
forms of social organization. The literature focusm analyzing and describing the nature, the
causes and consequences of this process. Kell@8R)2in his articleTheorizing Globalization
summarizes the main perspectives on the concepadpplg against “one-sided optics”, for a
perspective that integrates the contradictory ®m@ed dimensions of the process seen as a “highly
complex, contradictory, and thus ambiguous of fagtns and social relations, as well as,
involving flows of goods, services, ideologies,heclogies, cultural forms and people” (Kellner,
2002:285). Economic determinism is seen as redustio focusing on the rise of global
entrepreneurs, the transnational flow of capital aommodities, processes that lead to cultural,
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social and political changes. On one side, frons fherspective, the consequences are seen as
positive per se, global capitalization leading limbgl welfare and pressures for democratization and
free market. On the other hand, authors draw abend the downside of globalization: one of the
major consequences that sociologists fear of idab® of local cultures and communities; the flow
of goods, commodities and information leads to diethmarket, a homogenous mass culture that
dissolves local cultural forms. Also, globalizationngs new forms of marginalization and poverty,
for the groups and societies at the periphery efglobal network. Professor Yusufu Bala Usman
draws attention to the ideological and politicaldoof this concept, considering that it could bedus
as an instrument “to impose their goods, theirisesy their capital investments and their hole life
style, over us, so they continue to obtain prabtf our resources, production and consumption and
keep us undermined from a political, economical emitlural point of view” (Usman, in Pascaru,
2007). Usman considers that, defining globalizatias a process of connections and
interdependency relations intensification, up te thrastic limitation of national boundaries that
encloses information, finance, goods and servilmesgsf leaves you with two options: “either you
subject to its force, either you are carried awagl abandoned, impoverished and exiled to the
periphery of human development, development detexdhby the same global forces” (Usman, in
Pascaru, 2007:22) An important observation drawiKélner is the fact that economical, cultural
and political changes are intertwined, creatingcles of interdependencies and, therefore,
globalization must be analyzed also as a bottomrapess, through which marginalized groups or
cultures are empowered to resist globalizationyge “its institutions and instruments to further
democratization and social justice” (Kellner, 2Q®3). The tension between global and local
forces gives rise to new forms of association amtues, dislocating and sometimes dissolving
traditional communities and cultural forms, the gs@e for uniformity has also a reverse
consequence- the need for a stronger process bfifidation and differentiation, as a coping
mechanism. Ulrike Schuerkens (2002) considers ¢jlidiion as an interaction between unifying
forces that spread all around the world and rasistdorces that struggle for maintaining the local
life worlds and peculiar cultures. The interactioetween these processes, leads to new forms of
adaptation to modernity and western culture, ctyaitag in new forms of hybrids between western
modernity and eastern traditions, different formhsesistance to uniformity and different forms of
dislocation of traditional cultures (Schuerkens)20 The global pressure for uniformity empowers
the resistance struggle, interacting with locatésrto create new hybrid forms. This interference
between local and global social forces is explainSchuerkens, as a need to reaffirm and reinvent
local cultures and identities in order to maintatability and continuity, facing the threat of
unstable, rapid global chang&localizationrefers to the mutual interference and empowerment o
global and local forces that give rise to new fowhglocal cultures (217). The concept also brings
to attention new forms of resistance to unifornaibd hegemony of mass culture, the fact that in the
context of global connectivity and communicatiorople move out of the “little boxes” toward an
individualized network of relations that are notséd on local proximity, but on social and
axiologicalvicinity. In the context, new forms of association andedéhtiation appears, “translocal
cultures” represent a mixture of local traditiomsslocated into global relations, yet, not at all
ubiquitous or hegemonic, but even marginal (Welln2&®2, 1983; for the theory of network
society see also Castells, 2000).

Schuerkens fears that the resistance mechanistosabfcultures is only a short term effect
and that on long term, the global forces could lEaénormous changes in the local world lives.
Therefore, he emphasizes the political dimensiomlo€alization concluding that “the relation
between global forces and local life-worlds canibetexplained only by structural transformation,
but also by force”, so that, “political engagemeah emphasize either the long term perspective of
globalization, either the national or regional lodiée-world diversity (Schuerkens, 2003, in
Pascaru, 2007:20).

Romania, as other ex-communist countries, entees dglobal network from a state
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dominated economy, relatively closed, under thesqunee of global forces toward a greater
democratization and free market. The collapse aiestompanies leaves most areas with no means
of production, entrepreneurial culture or capikalf with a great unemployed work force. Mining
areas and other specialized industrial areas wentamd disadvantagedareas, with a great
population living in extreme poverty. The only gseaeen, in this context, was the foreign capital
infusion.

In this context, in 1997, Eurogold (Denumireatiali a companiei Rga Montana
Goldcorporation) proposes a project of mining eitptmn in Ragia Montari, a mining locality in
Apuseni Mountains. At that point in Ra Montari, Minvest S.A. Deva, the National Company of
Cuprum, Gold and Iron, could not sustain a proggdhat magnitude. Relying on concepts as free
market, sustainable development, cultural and enwiental preservation, and diverse actors
launched into public debates, unprecedented iptidic sphere of a new democracy. The benefits
promised by RMGC emphasized the economical dimansia investment for at least 25 years
estimated in 2002 at 700 millions USD, could brivenefits: 1) local public administration budget
growth; 2) employment; 3) opportunities for econcahiactivities for those unemployed by RMGC;
4) investment in infrastructure; 5) regional deypsh@nt. The main arguments of the opponents
were the concerns regardirsgistainable developmengénvironmentaland cultural preservation
raising questions about the future of the local camity after the exploitation is done. Even though
RMGC project have had a component of environmaetbration after the exploitation was done,
the fact that the exploitation extends over aln&000 ha was considered an impact to big to be
restored. Another concerns expressed by the cmliety, politicians, journalist, and local
community was regarding cultural and historicalsprgation. Rgia Montard is a locality first
attested almost 2000 years ago, that was until 1I87TUNESCO Universal Patrimony, an
archeological sit threatened to be destroyed.

At the interference of these global and local ferttee project proposed by RMGC evolved
toward a better understanding of local communitgdseand a corporate social responsibility
oriented management. As a response new expectatindsissues arise. This unprecedented
dialogue brings Rga Montard to attention, as a natural laboratory of obseovatior social
scientists.

In this context, we are interested in analyzing twajor aspects of life quality that arise at
the interference of global forces with the locatneounity: 1) what is the objective life standard of
people in Rgia Montari and 2) how are the objective life conditions (I§@ndard and social
conditions, fears and opportunities) internalizad perceived by individuals 3) which are the main
vulnerability factors in this context. The researdaveloped under the aegis of “Muntii Apuseni”
Center of Research and Socioeconomic Developmess, designed as an exhaustive research,
following a methodology similar to a census. Thadgtincludes 831 responses from households
(from 963, identified by field operators) becaule tefusals could not be avoided completely and
information about 32 households could not be olkethito direct questioning.

Employment and work force qualification

As other rural areas Ri@a Montarda faced a drastic and continuous collapse of the
economical activity in the last decades. In thd pas years, in the context of global crisis we can
see evidence of economical continuing decline aravidn of unemployment, R@ Montara
loosing over 29% of jobs. Our research finds thatunemployment rate reaches over 20% in 2009.
From this only 8% are unemployment aid beneficidilye category of those employed is small,
only 16% are employed in public or private insidas, and overwhelmed by 55 %, retired and
22% unemployed (see table 1).

Analyzing the vulnerability factors to unemploymesé find that the main explanation
resides in the poor qualification. The most vulbéFacategory is that of primary and secondary
education graduates. We can observe that the \aldiiey is considerably lower for college
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graduates.

Another vulnerability factor is ethnicity, we camserve that more then 62% of Rroma
population in the locality is unemployed (only 14%owhich is unemployment aid beneficiary) and
has primary or secondary school studies only.

Table no. 1.
Occupational status

Occupational status %
Unemployed (unregistered) 14
Retired 5
Unemployed (registered) 8
Employed 16
Housewife or worker in their ow 7
household

Total 100

Source: author’s contribution

Life standard. Income and expenditures

Unemployment has direct consequences on life stdndad quality of life, from an
objective and a subjective point of view. Analhgihousehold incomes, we observe that the
category that concentrates most of the people(s1200 lei, and the distribution decreases slowly
and equally towards the extremes. The highest &ecyis registered in the category 300-600 lei,
20 %, followed by 600-900 lei, 14% and 900-1200 weth 12%. At the extremes we find 12%
living with 100 or less, and 4% living with 2400 imiore.

Concerning household expenditures, we find a xedatymmetry with the incomes, the
highest frequency 22 %, being registered on theG@lei interval, followed by 0-300 lei, with
16% and 600-900 lei, with 16%. As noted in IspaseBeu and Moldovan (2010), we found a very
low saving capacity/household especially for theung Rroma, households with the age of
household headbetween 16 and 25 (51% of this category beingefbrio borrow money in the
precedent month), with poor education and unemploysd for both Rroma and Romanian
households, with the age of the household headdeetv26 and 45 years (35% of this category
being forced to borrow money in the precedent monflaking a closer look to the main
expenditure categories we find that for the popatatinvestigated, a proportion of 51% of
expenditures are for food (see Ispas-Pascaru andoven, 2010).A high proportion of food
expenditures reveals a low quality of life, focusad survival were the opportunities for other
aspects of development are almost inexistent.

Subjective poverty. Changing expectations and self-labeling as poor

Subjective poverty refers to the way in which ohbjexlife conditions are internalized at the
interference with subjective perceptions and exqiemnts. In the context of globalization new issues
arise, global forces that dislocate traditional ommities and rising welfare pressure toward a more
individualized society and greater democratizationassive urbanization and international
migration reveals new, accentuated forms of exctusind social inequity, so that the economic
dimension of quality of life remains insufficiemt explaining social exclusion and marginalization.
Subjective poverty takes into consideration thdirige of poverty experienced by individuals,
considering that determinant for life strategfes,the way social actors perceive social realm, fo
the life satisfaction, are not objective life cdmhs, but the subjective evaluation, the subyexti
representations over the equity of the social sysiad over their own position in the system, the
way individuals evaluate their own life standarddxhon expectations and need built in the social
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context.

In Rosia Montard the appearance of a new global actor shapes psapteectations and
perception over the social system. The perspectvasn by RMGC project and also the presence
of a new category with a higher social and finainstatus, change people’s expectation over the
decentlife standard. Even so, this change in peopleeetations is not specific only to this
community and can be observed in other rural conitmesneven in relatively closed networks (low
stock of bridging social capital and high stockboihding social capital) the implicit contact with
commodities and services on the open market, wittures and life styles through mass media,
have a great impact on people’s expectations, aingutige reference points for comparison. Global
society, even though we can still find forms ofcasation resemble to traditional communities,
shapes expectations and representations at thisdatien of local and global trends. An evaluation
study conducted in R@ Montard, in 2002, by Planning Alliance, observes the hboke
dependency of financial incomes, situation thatmseanexpected for the authors, phenomenon
explained partially by the fact that globalizatieads to changes in patterns of consumption and
needs even in the most traditional communities.

In Pascaru and Moldovan (2010) we analyze subgcpeverty using two indicators
subjective life standardndself-labeling as poorSubjective life standardefers to the subjective
evaluation of incomes compared with necessitiethénstudied community we found that for most
of the people, 41%, thacomes are enough only for the necessary minin3@rép considering that
their incomes are not enough not even for a delbeing, 18% evaluate their incomes as enough
for a decent living, but they can not afford moxpensive commaodities (it would be interesting to
go further and investigate what expensive goodsinfmathem) only 3% evaluate their incomes as
enough to buy more expensive goods, but with efind a similar proportion find their incomes as
sufficient for everything they need without bigaets (see table 2).

Table no. 2.

Subjectivelife standard
Total i.n'comes subjectively evaluated compared to %
necessities
We manage to have everything we need with oy
efforts
We manage to buy more expensive things but witté
effort
We have enough for decent living, but we caJn‘&8
afford expensive things
We have enough only for minimum necessities 41
Are [h_a_ve?]not enough not even for minimLm32
necessities
No response 3
TOTAL 100

Source: author’s contribution

Going a little further, we wonder on the main vublislity factors and we observe those
considering that incomes are not enough for mininegessities are first of all those unemployed,
34%, with low qualification, 36, with household ames/month below 600 lei. An important
finding consistent with the conclusion of the olije indicators is that a major vulnerability facto
is ethnicity; from the total Romanian populationyo#3 evaluate their incomes as not enough for
survival, compared to 78% in the case of Rroma [adjmumn. The best evaluation of incomes we
find between employees and retired. Most of thee@tworked in mining so that the pension is
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relatively big and also a safer and stable soufcmamme. The risks and incertitude of social
environment affect in greater proportion thoseratative age (between 25 and 55) especially if
their work qualification is poor.

Self-labeling as poor

Self labeling as poor is an indicator that requresgpondents to indicate how they see them
self [s]Jon a ten points scale of poverty, 1 meaniegy poor and 10 meaning very rich. In the
studied community we find that the overwhelming onidy consider themselves as being poor or
very poor (63% place them selves 1 and 4 and 00&6 8hoose between 1-5). Voicu (2006)
considers that the median points on the scaleepfesent for the people a psychological limit of
poverty, ,the individuals that place themselvedius position are those who define themselves on
a median position concerning economical comparedvhole society, as a reference group”
(Voicu, 2006:100)

In the articleLife Quality in Rgia Montani. Self-labeling as Poor and Subjective Life
Standard,we find that, if the vulnerability for feelingery poor(1 on the scale) is stronger for
Rroma households (74% of those feeling very poorrepresented by Rroma population)
unemployedheads of householdsvith poor work qualification and low educationamly young
with ages between 26-45 years, the chances lafiggeoor or moderately poor (2-5) are the same
for Rroma and Romanian population, for the emploged the unemployed (especially for those
receiving an unemployment aid), with low or mediaducation. The vulnerability is lower for the
retired (as explained above) and for employees Wgh education.

Concluding remarks

We find, in Rgia Montari, not only a poor community, but a community theg¢lé even
poorer. The negative evaluation over their ownemal status and position in the social system
launches new work hypothesis, being important teestigate in further research what is the
significance for this population dfeing pooror decent living,what are their expectations and
which are the reference groups of comparison.

Rosia Montard, as other areas, confronts its self with a negatimheritance of
dysfunctional exploitation and with continuous paye Globalization has its downsides, but it
can't be considered inherent good or bad. In theezod of public empowerment, globalization
gives the instruments for a sustainable developrioerihe community. Sustainable development is
a concept brought up at the intersection of gldbaies and local communities and refers to the
progress of a society, community that doesn't enteonflict with the future of that community, is
the form of economic growth that satisfies the segfth society on short and on long term.
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